WIND ENSEMBLE
2017-2018
This information, as well as other important information can be found on my teacher page, accessible through the LCSD website.

Grading – The grading for Wind Ensemble is divided into three equal areas; rehearsals, lessons, and performances.

Rehearsals – All students are expected to attend rehearsals fully prepared…that includes having an instrument, your own copy of the music, a pencil with an eraser (on your stand!) and having practiced. Students are expected to behave properly. There should be no talking once we start rehearsing, whether I am working with your section or another section. Students are expected to be in place, ready to play at 7:53. When you arrive in the band room (without gum, food, drink), set up your instrument and music. You can warm up, however do not play from 7:50 until announcements are over. Since a missed rehearsal cannot be made up, each absence over three absences will result in a lower grade based on the percentage missed. Two “lates” will count as one absence. NO PHONES, NO PHONES, NO PHONES!!! Passes will only be issued for emergencies, since we are first period and you should have everything you need.

Lessons – All students are expected to attend lessons once a week (or as scheduled). Lessons will include individual and ensemble playing. All students are expected to practice what has been assigned…you will be graded on your progress. Students do not need a lesson book, unless you have not completed book 2 in the Standard of Excellence series. Students are allowed to miss one lesson per marking period (two for seniors) without it affecting your grade. Lessons must be made up within two weeks, and can be made up after school, during my conference periods, or before school. Check with me to see if I am available. If you miss a lesson, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed, so you are prepared for the next lesson. You can find out by looking in the white binder on, or behind my desk. 
Performances – All students are expected to attend all performances, arriving at the assigned time, so we can properly warm up and tune. You need to be on time to receive full credit. All concerts start at 7:00, but students are usually required to arrive earlier…usually around 6:30, but it depends on the concert. Students will know at least two weeks ahead of time when to arrive. Work, sports, and lack of a ride are not excuses. Since there is no concert the first marking period, students will be given a playing test which will count as one third of their grade.
Concert dress is black shoes (and socks), black pants or skirts, 
and white dressy shirts. 
Excuses need to be written by a parent and handed in before the performance, or as soon as possible afterward in the case of an emergency.
Concert Dates – 10/17, 12/13, 3/7, 5/30
Practice   - All students should practice for at least an hour each week…preferably not all at once. To make true progress, it is more likely that you will need to practice for two hours every week. You will be graded on your progress. You may come down during study halls to practice as long as you do not disrupt my other lessons or classes. You MUST have a pre-signed pass from me!
Instruments - If you rent an instrument from the school, you must take excellent care of it. This includes always returning it to its case and keeping it in a locked locker. If an instrument is not being properly cared for, it will be taken back and it will be the student’s responsibility to procure a new instrument.

Sheet Music - Sheet music is very expensive. Most of our music costs $75 - $125 and individual parts usually cannot be ordered. Any music that I hand out that is not returned will result in a $5 fine. By the end of the year I will have handed out at least nine pieces of music. Always return music to your locked locker. I will always collect music at the first rehearsal after each concert.
Extra Credit – There are several ways to earn extra credit; after school Wind Ensemble rehearsals, going to NYSSMA, performing in All-County, performing for the school musical (by invitation), taking extra lessons, playing in the UAlbany Band and/or Pep Band (by invitation – seniors and juniors), and whatever other musical endeavor that may come up.
If there are any questions, I can be reached at school at 233-6806 ext 31170, or kchampag@lansingburgh.org   
 I have a teacher website you can find through the school site.
Rentals – Our rental system requires money up front before we can give out instruments. These instruments are leased through John Keal Music Store by LHS. When people don’t pay, the music department has to pay, and we cannot afford that. If you need an instrument, it is important to get the money in as soon as possible so the student can play as soon as possible. If there is a problem, please let me know.
If you did not finish paying for your instrument last year, you must pay the balance from last year, as well as this year’s deposit before an instrument will be ordered.
Instrument 


Rental Cost










   
Flute, Clarinet


$95




Trumpet, Trombone

Alto Sax



$125




Tenor Sax, Baritone Horn

$165




Oboe




$195

I will need the money before I can order an instrument.
Checks should be made out to “Lansingburgh Band Booster Club”.

By high school, most students should own their own instruments. It’s well worth the investment. Used instruments are fine. 

The good part about the lease is that repairs are free, and the store will give out loaner instruments during repairs if they can. We have some school owned instruments for rent for the same prices, but those are usually the bigger instruments like the tuba, or baritone sax. If we do have some of the other instruments, they are often not in particularly good shape. If you need to rent an instrument, I will give you a rental form, but nothing can be ordered until I receive payment.
Parents: It is every student’s responsibility to practice on their own. It is YOUR responsibility to make sure they are practicing. They should practice at least 20 minutes a day for five days a week. It will be worth it at concert time!



Return this page only
I have read and understand all the expectations and grading policies for the Wind Ensemble as stated above. I understand that I can find Mr. Champagne’s teacher page on the Lansingburgh web site. 
Students NEED to practice!
Parents NEED to make sure the student is practicing!

_____________________________   

__________________________
Student signature




Parent signature
  Parents, if you would like email updates, please provide your email address below.
          _________________________________________________ 
