Concert Band 7/8
Mr. Champagne
233-6806 ext. 31170
kchampag@lansingburgh.org
For a copy of this information, or any other information, please check my teacher page, accessible through the district website. I update it regularly.

The most important part of band is home practice. Parents, please make sure your child practices 5 times a week for 20 minutes. This is the only way to improve and it will make a huge difference in our concerts (that you will attend).

Goal:  This class will give students the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument as an individual and with a group.  Students will learn theory, musicality, performance skills and culture, as well as self-discipline, respect for oneself and others.  Band is a team effort.
Grading:  Grades are split into thirds.  Students’ grades are based on lessons, band rehearsal, and concerts.  Grades are given to students based on music preparation, behavior and performance in band rehearsals, and their ability to participate in a performance setting.

Band Rehearsal:  All students will meet for a group rehearsal every other day, 2nd period.  Students are required to bring instrument, music, and a pencil to class.  At this time, students will work together to prepare for concerts held during the year. Students should be in their chairs, ready to rehearse at 8:45. This gives them four minutes to get their instruments out after class starts.
Lessons:  Lessons are where students receive small group instruction on their instruments. Lessons are extremely important to student achievement.  Students will be pulled from regularly scheduled classes on a rotating basis to attend band lessons.  It is the sole responsibility of the student to make up work missed during their lesson period.  Lessons will be graded based on progress.  If you sound the same as the week before, you will not get a good grade. 
If a student is unable to attend the lesson due to a classroom test or important activity, the student must make up the lesson.  Make-up lessons will be held after school several times each quarter with the dates posted in the band room and on the web site.  It is the responsibility of the student to attend these make-up lessons. Students are allowed to miss one lesson per marking period without it hurting their grade. 


If a student misses their lesson, they need to find out what their assignment is. I have a white binder on or behind my desk marked “Lessons 2015-2016”,  they can look in this binder to see what they need to practice.
Concerts:  Concerts are VERY  important and are required for each student.  There are three main concerts during the year.  Main concerts are listed on the school calendar and at the end of the outline – please make note of them. Students need to stay for the entire concert.  If a student is unable to attend a concert, a note and phone call will be needed from the parent/guardian to explain their absence at least two weeks before the concert date.  Please make every effort for this not to occur.  Emergencies will be taken into consideration.  Sporting events are not an excuse.


Dress for the concerts is a white, ironed dress top (not a T-shirt) and a black bottom.  Girls may wear skirts that are knee length or longer.  Dress shoes or dark shoes should be worn; no sneakers or flip flops please.  If you do not have proper clothes, let me know ahead of time, as the school has some. If you cannot get a ride, let me know so we can work something out.
Since there is no concert during the first marking period, the “concert” portion of the grade will be a playing test, taken during lessons, based on the band music. I will let the students know their assignments well ahead of time.
Practice:  Students will be assigned homework each week which consists of playing the instrument.  Like so many tasks in life, music cannot be learned without hard work and determination.  Students should practice at least 100 minutes each week (20 minutes, five times each week).  

Behavior:  All rules stated in the student handbook apply in this class.  In addition, band members must adhere to the following criteria:

· Do not play instruments, talk or make unnecessary noises while the teacher or other students are playing or speaking.

· Keep your hands, feet and instruments to yourself.

· Do not play your instrument into another person’s face.

· Do not run, engage in horseplay, or throw objects.

· Do not chew gum, candy, or consume any food products while playing your instrument.
· Do not trade instruments.



     Students who are unable to follow these rules will be



     removed from the program pending a parent meeting.
Band Materials

Materials:  Participants in band need to have an instrument, lesson book and at least one pencil.   Books are available through many music stores and are also available through a Trip Saver at school.  The cost of the book is roughly $8.
Miscellaneous Music Supplies:  Woodwind players will also need to purchase reeds in order to play their instrument.  Reeds are sometimes available for emergencies at school for $2 per reed.  The most cost effective method to buy reeds is through a music store or on-line.  Oils for brass instruments and other supplies can be purchased through music stores.

John Keal Music Co.:  The Lansingburgh School District has a partnership with the John Keal Music Co.  The music company offers a Trip Saver program, which consists of supplies ordered through the Trip Saver order form to be delivered each week to the school.  For more information, contact Mr. Champagne. Other local music stores include Northeast Music, Hermie’s, Guitar Center, and Drome Sound.
There is also a store in downtown Troy Called Collar City Guitars, but they specialize in guitars.
2019-2020 KMS Concert Dates:
We are skipping the October concert this year.
Winter Concert – 12/11 – 7:00pm

“Music In Our Schools Month” Concert –3/11 – 7:00pm
                                                                    (That MAY change)
Spring Concert – 5/28 – 7:00pm

Rentals – Our rental system requires money up front before we can give out instruments. These instruments are leased through John Keal Music Store by KMS. When people don’t pay, the band Booster Club has to pay, and we cannot afford that. If you did not finish paying for your instrument last year, you must first pay that balance before a new instrument can be rented. 

Instrument 


Rental Cost









     
Flute, Clarinet


$95




Trumpet, Trombone

Alto Sax



$125




Tenor Sax, Baritone Horn
$165





Oboe




$195

I will need the money before I can order the instrument.
Checks should be made out to “Lansingburgh Band Booster Club”

The sooner we can get an instrument in each student’s hands, the better it will be for the student and the band.
The good part about the lease is that repairs are free, and the store will give out loaner instruments during repairs if they can. We have some school owned instruments for rent for the same price, but those are usually the bigger instruments like the tuba, or baritone sax. If we do have some of the other instruments, they are often not in particularly good shape. If you need to rent an instrument, I will give you a rental form, but nothing can be ordered until I receive the payment.
Please Sign and Return this page only by 9/19/19




Keep the rest of this handout
I ___________________________ have read and understand the 

  (student name, first and last, please print)

expectations of the KMS band program.  I understand that I am making a commitment to the band for the school year.
___________________________________

(student signature)

___________________________________

(parent/guardian signature)

_______________home
_______________work

_______________cell

(phone numbers)

Parents, if you would like me to email you updates, please print your email address below, but you can always check my teacher page as well.
_______________________________
e-mail address

